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It is some considerable time since we noticed, in our 
paper the existence of a Society, in the City of New- 
York, FoR TOE INVESTIGATION AND ESTABLISHMENT 
At that time we promised to pub- | 


OF GOSPEL TRUTH. 
lish the Address, which was delivered on the occasion, 
by Brother Henny Fitz; and we presume that our 
readers will now be highly gratified by finding it in our) 


ADDRESS. 


Barrurny,—* Uniled we sland—Duirided we fall,” 
«a position, which bas been sanctioned by the wisdom, 
aud preved by the experience of ages. And the in- 
erease of individual exertion, and extension cf individ- 
tal efforts in their effects, is necessarily in a correspond- 
ing ratio with the increase of individual power, which 
depends of necessity upon a union of sentiment, of in- 
terest, and of action. 

Union is strength. The apostolic injunction, ** Breth- 

en watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men ; 
of one mind, be strong in the Lord, and in the pow- 
-r of bis might; preach the word, be instant in season, 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long- 
uring and doctrine ;” is, if obligatory upon any at the 
present day, upon us, who profess to contend for the 
‘aith once delivered to the seints. We believe our can- 
dle is the candle of the Lord, and lighted with the Spirit 
of Divine Truth, Let us not put it under a bushel}, but 
ther in the house, that it-may give light to ail. Wis- 
Jom, says the wise man, is justified of her children. 
{nd who among you, having Jost a “piece of money, 
would not search diligently until yon bad found it, and 
when you had found it, rejoice, saying, | have found 
that which was lost. You have searched, and have 
svund it. Youhavercjoiced. How many ofourbreth- 
yen of Adam’s race have searched, and are stl] search- 
ing m vain, for the treasure which you have found, guid- 
ed by blind guides, and deceived by those, who pre- 
tending to instruct, are themselves in blindness and ig- 
norance,. 

Our Lord, whom we profess to imitate and obey, has 
set us an example, and given us a precept. He not 
only went about doing good——diepensing the ‘bread of 
life-—but he died, that we mightlive. And his declar 
ution, “And iftany mam come tome sand hate not bis 
father, and mother, and wife, and children, and breth- 
ren, and sisters, pea, and his owa life also, he cannot be 
ny disciple ;” is, although figurative in expression, em- 
phatic in its import. The food we eat, the clothes we 
weer, and the houses which ehelter us, however great 
their value as auxiliaries to the well-being and comfort 





of the hody, can never satisfy the longings.of an insunor- 
tal mind. And our own experience, if we walk in the | 
path of duty, will act as an useful guide, and, on the | 
other hand, will punish our aberrations. Figure fo your- 
selves the wretch, poor and naked, suffering all the ills 
that life is heir to, and his prospects as barren of happi- 
ness, as his wants are prolific in suffering,—see him ac- 
costed by a stranger,—be listens, believes, and rejoices ; 
he is told, you are no jonger poor—your sufferings are 
at an end—you have a Father who is waiting to re- 
ceive you; the fatte! calfis killed ; his fingers are deck- 
ed with rings, and in the place of nakedness and rags, 
he is covered with a flowing.robe. 

This is a fsint picture of what was once our own por- 
erty. We were spiritually poor, and blind, and naked ; | 
ave hoard, believed, an! rejoiced, What we once were, | 
gnillions now are. Where is enough for all ;—we have 
goexcuse. The petrimony of our Father will never be 
lessened by division; nor our shares, by the participa. | 
tion of all our brethren. Let all, therefore,"be inform- | 
ed of their title to this mheritance ;---let as “ co inio 
the high ways and hedges, and compe! them to come in, | 
that our Father's house may be filled. Aad since our! 
dines are fallen to usin a pleasant place, 2nd our means | 
of accomplishing much, with Jittle danger or trouble, | 
compared with our brethren of the apostolic age, how | 
culpabie should we be, and how arwertby of our call- 
4ug, if we were te grudge of labour, of our sbundanee, 
aad of money, what our apostotic brethren freely gaye 
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of toilsome suffering, and from their little—and paid in 
prison, and at the scaffold, with their blood! 

‘The motive which originated the request to assemble 
this evening, is threefold ;—to unite our means and ef- 
forts—to extend the knowledge of the truth we rejoice 
in—and te provide a fand in future for this Society, 
which will increase the means of its members, by a uni- 
ty of interest, heightened by the prospect of mutial | 
benefit, in the extensive disseminatiou of the truth 
through a direct channel to the public, which will form 
ihe strongest tie and bond of connection, in the cer 
tainty of our urefulness, and our duty to persevere, 
These objects are too momentous, to fail of exciting a 
eorresponding interest; and too easy of attainment, to 
discourage those who feel sensibly their duty to perse- 
vere in well-coing. 

The necessity of union, as a means to accomplish 
any thing with certainty, is a truth, which the exper- 
ience of every man wil! abundantly manifest. Individ- 
val exertions may produce individual benefit; but ex- 
pacience will not justify, nor history produce examples, 
sufficient to authorize the expectation of great effects, 
from causes comparatively small. And those instances 
which might be adduced, of individuals bearing down 
opposition, and apparently rising to power or eminence 
in their professions, the latent cause would be found, 
not so much in their exertions and merits, as in the pre- 
judices, passions, and interested motives of those who 
hecame their coadjutars. 

To flatter the vanity, gratify the passions, and favour 
the prejudices of mankind, have in all ages been the 
stepping stones to power, to popularity, and to fame. 
And even in these instances, circumstances,unseen, un- 
sought, and uncontrouled, have effected more than pru- 
dent foresight could plan, or perseverence execute,— 
The cause in which we are engaged, can never be for- 
warded by these helps. We flatter no vanities—we 
grant no license to the gretification of the passions—and 
so far from favouring we wage war with the prejudices 
ofthe world! There is, therefore, two reasons in par- 
ticular, which are of sufficient importance, independent 
of any other considerations, to operate with a force, at 
least in some measure Commensurate with their impor- 
tance and magnitude. |Our number is small, and our 
labour is great ;—vnion will incrcase the ene, and les- 
sen the other.—And when the object to be obtained, is 
greater than indivikiual exertions can accomplish, an 
end, worthy the efforts of all, way be sacrificed, and in- 
dividual exertions and losses may-be sustained, and lit- 
tle or nothing effected; when the came exertions, had 
they been simultaneous in time, and united in their 
operation, would have effected all that the most ardent 
could desire, or.the most interested expect. 

The history of man,has been asbistory of outrage, of ; 
fection, and of war. Instead.of uniting their means for | 
the welfare of all, they have formed combinations for 
their mutual destruction and misery, And even in this, | 





our highly-favoured day and generation, and upder the | justification.” 


peaceful illumination of the light of the gospel of peace, 
rancour, and hatred, and every evil passion which bhind- 
ness and ignorance can foster, and revenge inspire, ub- 
der precious na ues, and deceitful guises, stalk like spec- 
tres from their dark abedes, and brothers welter in | 
brothers’ bleed ! 

Do we see the cause of these disorders and miseries? 
Are we in possession of a recipe which can alleviate? 
Can we discover an antidote which wil cure? Nay, 
nore, have we ourselves been afflicted, and experienc- 
ed the misery of the disease, and the blessings of health- 
ful recovery, and. are we indifferent for the fate of oth- 
ers? Lave we forgotten the pain of oncertainty—the 
sickness of hepe deferred—the fears of disappointment 
—ithe indescribable torment nursed by anxiety, and 
nourished by unbelief—thal state, which dares not hope, 
and hates, yet has to fear ;—whose expectations were 
gendered in darkness, the feait of mistake, and the vic- 
tim of despair ;—when clouds black as hell, hrooded 
over futurity, and gloomy horrors steeped the soul in 
terrors—when ne response breathed to quell the solici- 
tude of immortal longings, but all_was silent as death, 
dark as the grave, and crue] as uncertainty? What, 
circumstance of time, or place, can obliterate from your. 
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memories the radiance of that morning, whose dawn 
chased away the elouds—the bright effulgence of whose 
Sun, bursting npon the soul, dispelled the night of death, 
and ‘ brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel.” 

What can efface from your minds the meridian glory 
of that faith, which, by anticipation, leaps the barrier 
of time,unravele the mysteries of eternity, and rests,with 
hope and charity, on scenes yet to be revealed ; when 
all things shall be subdued, and God be all in all! when 
love shall pervade every heart, devotion fill every sou), 
and rapture tune every tongue; when sin, death, and 
hell, shall be buried in the grave of annihilation, and 
their remembrance lost in the splendours, the glories. 
and the triumphs of eternity! At the recollection of 
these, a recollection surpassing the powers of descrip- 
tion to portray—a recollection, when every faculty of 
the soul is roused, and with undivided voice proclaims, 
** that neither life, nor death, nor angels, nor principal- 
ities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from tlie love of God which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord-!" 

Let these inspirations of gratitude, the fruit of faith, 
avd the offspring of heaven-born charity, expand every 
heart. Let every enerzy of the soul be awakened to 
the magnitude of the.cause we are engaged in, and to 
the reflection, that our own blessedness here cannot be 
circumscribed by any rule, but by the measure wit) 
which we mete our blessings to others. 

“ UNITED WE STAND—DIVIDED WE FALL.” This 
sentiment, aided by the injanction of our brethren of 
the apostolic days, “ Brethren, be of one mind,’ speak 
volymes in support of the necessity of union in -faith, in 
interest, and in action. 

Our cause is the cause of a world! ‘The passions 
and predudicee which sit at the helm, and too often 
guide and mislead the various contending sects, -which 
distract mankind with their contentions, can nerer’be 
identified with our fatth, and must neverbe discovered 
in our practice. — 

Our predominant passion must be love for all men, 
for all are our brethren. And our prejudices be re- 
stricted4o a jealousy and circumspection over ourselves, 
and confined fo a distrust of our own judgment, and ex- 
ercised in a dislike of, and .reprimanding our own im- 
perfections and inactivity! 4* When thou art convert- 
ed,-strengthen iby brethren,” is the injunction of Him 
whom we profess to regard as our Lord, and whose 
com:nands should beto us the law of-our life, while his 
example alone is the standard of ouractions. The gos- 
pel God preached to Abraham, saying, ** In thy Seed 
(Christ) shal] all the families of the earth be ‘blessed,” 
is the only gospel-we know, or believe: and the faith 
of Abraham, who believed God, is the faith, and the only 
faith we acknowledge ; for it is the faith of Him ** who 
was.delivered for our offences, and rose again for our 


Vhis is our faith. 
knowledge of this faith, which we believe and rejoice 
in, is our duty—should be our pleasure—and will, if 
we are faithful over our house, promote our happiness, 
The considerations which prese this duty upon the mind, 


| are various, and important. * A sense of duty ; the-hap- 


piness of our brethren, who are now groping in dark- 
ness, or agonizing with suspense; and even interest, 
which to often is par. mount to, and takes place of, all 
others, are the most prominent; and each, indepen- 
dent of the others, is sufficient, if calady aud seriously 
considered, to interest and rouse our feelings, and se- 
curs an attention commensurate with its merits. Hf we 
measure our duties by our obligations, and gratitude is 
permitted to preside as umpire in the case, they will in- 
deed swell to an enormous magnitude. White, on the 
other hand, if we, ike the unprofitable servant, bury 
our talent in the earth, we may graduate ovr princi- 
ples upon the scale of misteken interest, and bury 
our virtues, ovr duties, and our joys, in the grave 
together. ‘* He who spake as never man spake,” 
declare, that “ No man, having put his band to the 
ploegh and Jooking back, is fit fordhe kirgdom of 
od.”? é 


We are one! To extend the- 
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The christian is a soldier in the cause of Christ. And 
when the Captain of our salvation, who has all power 
in heaven and in earth, has taken the lead, it would be 
¢reason of the blackest hue to quit the ranks ; and cow- 
ardice, disgraceful and criminal beyond conception, to 
flinch, or turn our backs to an enemy ! If we, therefore, 
take. counsel of our duty, there are claims upon us, 
which, however easy they may be in compliance, are 


. imperiously binding and obligatory in their observance. 


And although the joys of heaven, and an eternity of 
bliss, is a boon far greater than mortals can acquire, 
still, while truth or error, without alteration, improves 
the joys, or poisons the peace of man, man can befriend 
and bléss his fellow-man. Salvation is the gift of God. 
It ig secured in Christ for all, whether Jew or Gentile, 
bond or free. But man, ignorant of the purposes of 
mercy which his heavenly Father has in store for a fal- 
ien world, and distrusting the goodness of God, is seek- 
ing death in the error of his ways, and loosing his life, 
where he in Vain attempts to find it. The blind are 
leaders of the blind, until they both fall into the ditch. 
If virtue is its own reward, there is ample room for its 
exercise: and if vice is its own punisher, there is 
enough of suffering seen in the misery of its recipients, 
to deter from the example. And if there is any analo- 
gy between cause and effect, a sufficient reason can be 
readily assigned for the miseries of the religious ; and 
the vail which prejudice and passion have disfigured 
and disguised with names and characters, is seen 
through and detected. 


That religion which makes miserable, js the decep- 
tion of devils, the science of hell! And that religion 
which shuts for ever the portals of heaven to all but a 
favoured few, would suffer by comparison with India’s 
blood-stained creed,— 


Would crowd the courts of Pluto’s black abodes, 
And.mercy’s palm consign to heathen gods : 
Would make Jehovah's oath, to Abra’am given, 
The sport of hell—the misery of heaven. 

Would from the Saviour’s brow the laurel tear, 
And -nerge in endless night fam'd Beth*lem’s star ; 
And heavenly peace, by blood of Jesus won, 

By hell’s grim tyrant scorn’d, and trod upon ! 
Divided empire held—But he in heaven, . 
How few his train, compar’d with curst Abaddon. 


“* How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the 
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things ; 
that say unto Zion, thy God reigneth!’? To proclaim 
these glad tidings unto our brethren is our duty, and 
should be our business and pleasure. To declare that 
God reigneth—that he will judge the earth righteously, 
and the people with truth, must indeed be pleasant to 
those, who, enlightened by the wisdom which is from 
above, know that all men have righteousness in God, 
and that ** Christ is the way, the ¢ru‘h and the life.” 


Our Lord and Master has déclared, that the ‘‘ser- 
vant whe knoweth his master’s will, and doeth it not, 
shall be beaten with many stripes.”> We have profess- 
ed to know our Master’s will—To know that his‘will 
is, ‘* Thall all men shall be saved, and come to the 
knowledge of the truth.” Shall we not proclaim this 
will of our Father to his children, who, ignorant of his 
purpese towards them, and led by blind guides, are 
stumbling upon the dark mountains of death? What 
is there in reason.or revelation, which will justify such 
conduct; which will authorize the putting the candle 
under the bushel, and hiding the talent in the earth ? 
‘There is nothing! Our Lord has declared, ** Whatso- 
ever ye would that men should do untg yon, do ye even 
so utitothem.’’ Were you languishing on beds of sick- 
ness, and did your neighbour possess a remedy which 
would infaliibly heal your disease, and restore you to 
health and happiness, would you not wish to be made 
acquainted with it, and be blessed with its application ? 
How many, at this moment, are afflicted with mental 
suffering, and languishing beneath the terrors of futuri- 
ty; dreading imaginary evils, and biind to real geod? 


You possess the remedy— You know its virtues, for you: 


hare experienced its efficacy! ** Whatsvever, there- 
for, ye would that men should do unto you, do ye even 
so unto them, for this is the law and the prophets.” To 
profess with our mouth that we regard all men as our 
brethren, and at the same time prove by our conduct 
that we are strangers to, and indifferent for their wel- 


. fare, would be conduct disgraceful in its nature, and in- 


compatible with the faith we confess. To declare the 
solicitude we feel for all men—that all should come to 
the knowledge of the truth, and to withhold that truth, 
and refuse to extend to them the knowledge which has 
been communicated unto us,—if we did not deserve the 


appellation of enemier, we should be far from-meriting 
the name of friends, 
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Our duty and interest are inseparably connected. 
And independent of the honours and distinctions of this 
world, which, from their uncertain duration, and dis- 
satisfaction in possession, are comparatively unworthy 
the name, an interest of far greater moment demands 
our attention ; and, if we are wise, will influence our 
conduct, and govern our decisions. It is the continual 
and pleasing reflection, that we ‘* have fought the good 
fight; have kept the faith; and, when we shall have 
‘* finished our course,” we shall Jook beyond the fleet- 
ing things of time and sense ; our hopes, quickened to 
certainty, we shall, without reproach, receive the crown 
of righteousnéss, which Christ, the righteous Judge, 
will give us at that day. 

The scoffs of the infidel may comport with the hour 
of revelry and merriment—the indifference of the 
thoughtless may be nourished for a time, by the bustle 
and pleasures of the world—and the boasting of the 
Pharisee may last, while the arrogance of competition 
swells his bosom; but it is for him, and him alone, 
whose faith has been strengthened by exercise, which 
‘s works by love and purifies the heart,’”? who cau ‘* fin- 
ish his course”’ rejoicing, and with unclouded eyes, and 
believing heart, meet the grim tyrant, Death, and un- 
dismayed enter that country, 


** From whose bourn no traveller returns !”? 


Are honours and distinctions our object? Where 
can honour be found, which wi!! bear competition fora 
moment with the honour of him, who is faithful to his 
Father and his God? And what distinction so envia- 
ble, as that of being acknowledged children of him, who 
is King of kings, and Lord of lords ? 

Are riches ouraim? What are the toys of a moment 
—the bauble which glitters, and disappears—-the desire 
of fools, and the curse of the miser, compared with an 
inberitance beyond the stars, which is incorruptible, 
and fadeth not away—to be heirs of God, and joint 
heirs with Christ, in a possession extensive as space, and 
eternal] as eternity ? 

Is pleasure our pursuit? What pleasure can equal 
the joys which thrill through the bosom, and exalt to 
rapture the heart of him who sees the predigal return? 
Who witnesses the outcast, so Jong a stranger and for- 
orn, return to happiness and heaven! ‘The wanderer, 
who strayed in the maze of error and unbelief, until 
hope sickened to dissolution, and expectation perished 
in doubt, brought home to the house of his Father, tri- 
umphing in salvation, and chanting the praises of re- 
deeming love. 

How emphatic, and peculiarly appropriate, is the ex- 
hortation of the apostle, “Finally, my brethren, be 
strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put 
on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle 
not against flesh and blood, but aguinst principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritwal wickedness in high places.” 
We, therefore, are soldiers in the cause of Christ, who 
is the Captain of our salvation: and the nature of the 
armour mentioned by the apostle, is descriptive of our 
duties. For our defence, we are commanded to have 
our ** loins girt about with truth,’ and to have on the 
“breastplate of righteousness ;* our * feet to be shod 
with the preparation of the gospel of peace ;” and 
“above all, to take the shield of faith, whereby we 
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wick- 
ed.” Por effence, helmed with salvation, we are to 
take the ‘*seword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God.” Are we accoutred io this impenetrable armour, 
and have we made astand? Have we fought the good 
fight? Or have we intrenched ourselves behind the 
ramparts, which fear, or the ** god of this world” has 
erected, and eluded our duty? What multitudes have 
flocked to the standards of earthly princes, and sacrific- 
ed life and limb, to obtain that thing called honour, 
and contended with arms and armour, as delusive as 
t#eir cause was criminal?» And. shall we want incen- 
tives to action?’ We, whose armour is impenetrable as 
adamant, and whose weapons are sharper than any two- 
edged sword—whose cause is the cause of a world, 
having justice for its foundation—the happiness of the 
universe for its object, and Omnipotence for its support? 
Is the bounty offered too inconsiderable to procure en- 
listments? Are the wages too low, and is the service 
too dishonourable to stimulate to action? What cause 
can be assigned for the apathy which prevails, even in 
the minds of those who confess their. faith in Christ, 
and acknowledge him for their Lord and Master? How 
many are Compassing sea and Jand to make proselytes 
to error, propagate the doctrines of men, and spread 
the delusions of the adversary ? Can it be possible, that 








error is mote powerful, and possesses greater attrac- 





tione, than the truth? ‘I'o. what cause shall these 
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appearances be attributed ? and how long shall they be 
permitted to exist, to the disgrace of our professions 
and to the misery and delusion of mankind ? 

There never was a position more pregnant with (alse- 
hood, than the hypothesis which at present is so gener- 
al, as to be the Shibboleth of millions, and the passport 
to confidence and honour—a position, which makes the 
misery of one man necessary and accessory to the hap- 
piness of another! And there never was a trnth more 
self-evident, and attested by nature, reason, and reve- 
lation, than the fact, that the happiness of ail is neces- 
sary forthe happiness of each # ‘To prove this, it is only 
necessary for every man to Jay bis hand upon his heart, 
and, in sincerity, answer the following questions: Can 
that man possess a disposition suseeptible of the lore of 
Chriat, and of happiness, who can took upon misery 


man be said to be happy, who has ome desire ungratif 
ed? No, he cannot! 

Let infuriate sealots attest their love by their ansens: 
bility, and indifference to the welfare of their brethren 
Let Pharisees, whose imaginations are crazed to pr 
duce an inversion of the laws of nature, and whose boas! 
ed qualifications would, in practice, fall short of the ten 
derness of the figress for her progeny—let them riai-: 
their eyes, and lift their hands in prayer, and say 
“Father in heaven, regard us as we regard ofhers’—~ 
let their prayers be answered—let the divine, eterna! 
rule of justice measure them——‘* Whatsoever ye would 
that men should do unto you, do ye even so unio them,”’ 
and they, who, if they can be believed, are of all meu 
the last to pity, would be the first to need it! Let us 
therefore, brethren, who have ranged under the banne: 
of the King of heaven, the Saviour of the world; let vs 
* fight the good fight.” Let us remember, that the }i'+ 
of a soldier is a life of activity; that he must never c 
sert his post while an enemy is in sight } nor value L’- 
life more than his honour, his cause, or his cogimauce: 
The faith we confess is continually assailed by foes or 
al! sides: and we can never agree to an armistice. wil! 
out a false acknowledgement of our weakness. or be 
traying a partiality for the cause of the enemy! ‘The 
battle must end only with life. Andif our present we!- 
fare was incompatible with it, we should never have 
been required to lift our hand, or move a finger in the 
combat! : 

However true it may be, that our eternal well-being 
is independent of ourselves, and that our salvation is 
the gift of God, it is not less true, that our present 
peace depends upon our faith in God, and our belief in 
this fact. Faith in this life, therefore, is the only me- 
dium and cause of peace and joy in the salvation of 
God. And in proportion as the exercise of our faith iz 
a mean of keeping our faith, in that proportion are we 
benefitted by its exercise, and injured by our inactivity. 
And since our heavenly Father has made it our duty io 
strengthen our brethren, it is incontestably true. that 
our duty and happiness are inseparably connected ; and 
that we cannot fail of reward jin obedience. or escape 
the consequence of disobedience. Here, then, is an 
appeal to our interest, independent of every considera- 
tion for the future. Our present heppiness, to say 
nothing of the happiness of others, is affected and inter- 
ested, in proportion as the mind of man is in want of 
food and sustenance, and is independent of, and dissat- 
ed with, the desires and attainments of the body. The 
idjot and the philosopher may feed at the same table, 
and rise from the repast with the same sensations and 
satisfaction. But, the mind of no man can feed upon 
error, and be satisfied ; and itis a lamentable fact that 
but few have. fed upon, and been satisfied, with the 
truth. 

Impressed with these recollections, and convinced of 
these truths, what more can be necessery to induce us 
to manifest our faith by our works, and, according to 


humanity. 

The cause we advocate, is of such importance, that 
in comparison, the common concerns of men dwindle 
into insignificance, when put in competition with it. I¢ 
is the cavse of God; it should be the cause of all men. 


tinctions, and pompously empty and unsatisfying pre- 
tensions of this present state, as less ** than a drop in 
the bucket.” 

Individual exertions are unegual to the task. And 
however justly we may reckon upon the assistance and 
blessing of heaven upon our efforis, still, unless we wnit- 
edly make use of the means alrcady bestowed upon us, 
heaven in justice, and mercy too, may remove our 
candlestick from our house, and iljuminate others, 
who will be disposed to extend its revivifying beams 
to their brethren who are groping in the darkness of, 





error. 


without feeling a desire to relieve it? And can that 


our abilities, subserve the cause of truth, of God, and. 


Put in competition with it, | consider the honours, dis- . 

















I consider this Society capable of doing much; and 
its members and influence will increase, in proportion 


to the magnitude of the object it basin view. There- 
fore, let it be identified with every principle which can 
be interesting to men, in all the concerns of the chris- 
tian character ; ford/ is impossible lo do our duty, with- 
oul reaping a rich reward in the satisfaction afferded 
by the smiles of an approving conscience ! 

Brethren, our cause is the cause of the UNIVERSE! 
Let every nerve be strained to its utmost tension——let 
every fibre be a willing coadjutor in this work of refor- 
tuation—-and then, should error predominate, we can 
ley our hand upon our heart, and say, WE ARE GUILT- 
Bess ! 








—_———_. _—— 
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BOSTON, SATURDAY, MAY 5, 1821. 





To the Editor of the Unirersalist Magazine, 

Dear sik,--I would wish to ask for your opinion 
upon a few subjects, viz. upon the 9th chapter of Re- 
inans, and upon the original of the words everlasting 
and elernal, in the 46th verse of the 25th of Matthew, 
and upon the original of the word everlasling in 6th 
verse of the 3d chapter of Habakkuk, and any other 
passage upon the same subject, 


Yours, &c. J. M. SEAWARD. 


REPLY. 

tw the 9th of Romans, it seems that the apostle en- 
deavours to show that the wisdom of God had acted in- 
dependent of the good or evil works of men in the dis- 
pensation of the gospel of his Son. ‘The Jews, in gen- 
eral, had not received the doctrine of Jesus. This was 
consistent with the divine economy, in which the op- 
position of the Israelites was designed to fulfil the pro- 
phecies concerning Jesns, by putting him to death. 

If the people of Israel had generally embraced the Sa- 
viour as the true Msesiah, the prophecies concerning him 
would have fallen to the ground. 

In order to show that God had in ages past acted in 
regard to men and natiogs on this same principle of in- 
dependency in his «.pointments, the apostle adverts to 
the promise made to Absaham concerning a sen by Sa- 
rah; also to the circumstance of the two sons of Re- 
becca, concerning whom it was said, even before they 
were born, or had done either good or evil, ‘* the elder 
shall serve the younger.*? Moreover he alludes to the 
case of Pharoah, concerning whom God said, ** for this 
same purpose have [ raised thee up, that I might shew 
my power in thee, and that my name might be declared 
throughout all the carth.” Here the apostle adds, 
“* Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mer- 
cy, aud whom he will he hardeneth.” The apostle’s 
jast conclusion is, ** that the Gentiles, which followed 
not after righteousness, have attained to righteousness, 
even to the righteousness which is of faith: But Israel, 
which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not 
attained to the law of righteousness.”? 

The apostle here adds the means which God employ- 
ed to effect the failure of Israel.in this. case ; ‘asking, 
‘© Wherefore?’ and answering as follows ;. ‘* Because 
they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works 
of the law: for they stumbled at the stumbling stoue ; 
as it is written, Behold, [lay in Zion a stumbling-stone, 
and rock of offence: and whosoever belieyeth on hiw 
shall not be ashamed.” 

Because the apostle laboured, in this- chapter, to es- 
tablish the sovereignty.of God, in regard to the econo- 
my by which the house of Israel was excluded from 
the knowledge and blessings of the true faith, our di- 
vines have supposed that he meant to establish their 
doctrine of election and reprebation, which they ex- 
tend into a future state, and to all eternity. But the 
fact is there is not a word in all this chapter, that bas 
the least allusion to such a subject. The apostle was 
saying nothing respecting what would take place in the 
eternal world, but what had actually taken place in 
this; and whoever will read the chapter with candor 
will at once acknowledge this fact.. In the 10th chap- 
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ter the inspired writer proceeds to explain some things 
which are recorded in the 9th, and when he comes to 
the 11th, he seems to resume the subject of the 9th by 
asking the following question, to which he is careful to 
give a plain and decided answer; ‘*! say then, nath 
rod cast away his people? God forbid---God hath not 
cast away his people which he fore knew.” He then 
proceeds to shew that even out of Israel God had cho- 
sen some as first fruits, and that these had obtained 
what Israel had sought for, while the rest were blinded. 
These blinded ones, he represents as the subjects of 
prophesy and of Dayid’s prayer, as follows; **God hath 
given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should 
not see, and ears that they should not hear, And Da- 
vid saith, Jet their table be made a snare, and a trap, 
and a stambling-block, and a recompence unto them; 
let their eyes be darkned that they may not see, and 
bow down their back alway.”? Here the apostle sets 
forth the miserable condition of those who were not 
elected ; but were blinded. But does he place those 
who were in this wretched state of blindness, beyond 
the reach of the divine favour? Does he give the least 
allowance to the ungracious doctrine of their being pre- 
destinated toa state of endless misery? No, surely he 
does not, for the very next words refute every conjec- 
ture of this nature. See verses 11---15, “* 1 say then, 
have they stumbled that they should fall? God for- 
bid; but rather through their fall salvation is Come unto 
the Gentiles, for to provoke them unto jealousy. Now, 
if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the 
diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles, how 
much more their fulness---for if the casting away of 
them be the reconciling of the world, wiat shall the re- 
ceiving of them be but life from the dead?’ And in 
this way he proceeds, until he asserts in the 26th verse 
that ** all Israel] shall be saved.” 

telative to the original words in the Hebrew and 
Greek, which our translators have rendered everlasting, 
eternal, forever, and forever and ever, they are to be 
understood by their subjects. The controversy res- 
pecting these terms seems to be settled. 

EEE 


REPLY, 
To the request of our correspondent at Middleborough, 
found en page 125, continued from the same page. 


Tre miracle, which is recorded in Mat. viii. of cast- 
ing out devils, and of the destruction of the swine, we 
receive as we do all other miracles, We profess not to 
explain how miracles were performed. But we think 
it likely that friend R. C. has a desire to know what 
we think concerning what is said of the devils’ beseech- 
ing Jesus to send them into the swine. In reply to this 
question, we say that it is our opinion that it was the 
men who were possessed, that besought Jesus to suffer 
their infirmities to go into the herd of swine. An ob- 
jector may say, that the text asserts that the devils be- 
sought Jesus, and therefore it is doing violence to it to 
say that it was the men who made the request. We 
shall reply to this objection by the assistance of Luke 
xi. 14, ** And he was casting out a devil, and it was 
dumb. And it came to pass, when the devil was gone 
out, the dumb spake.’? Now this passage as literal- 
ly proves that it was the devi] that was dumb, and not 
the man who was possessed, and that the devi} was en- 
abled to speak, by going out of the man, as the other 
text does, that it was not’ the men, but the devils, who 
besought Jesus. But every candid reader, will ac- 
knowledge, that it was the man who was dumb by rea- 
son of the infirmity he possessed, and that it was the 
man who was enabled to speak when the devil was 
gone out of hin. 

It is very evident that in the days of Jesus, many dis- 
orders which are now well understood, and have their 
technical names, were called Daemons; and that those 
who were troubled with such infirmities were called by 
the same names, by a figure of speech, 

Mat. xvi. 24---28. By comparing scriptures on the 
same subject, we are led to suppose that the Saviour 
meant, that those who sought to save their lives from 
persecutions by denying him and his doctrine, would 
thereby expose themselves to greuter danger by placing 
themeelves in situntion to be visited by the Leavy 
judgments which were soon to fall on Jerusalem and 
the Jews; while those whe honestly confessed bim and 
his doctrine before the people of that wicked genera- 
tion, although ther odd suffer much from their. per- 
seculion, they would t.« delitered from the still greater 
troubles which were to -ome op thei persecutors. 

“For what is a men profited, if he shail gain the 
whole world, and lose ine own soul??? This pessoge 
has been made great uve of to support the doctrine of a 
hereafter endless miscry.; Out the text means no more 
than the loss of life, by josing the soul. The word 
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which is rendered ixfe in the 25th verse is rendered soué 
in the 26th. The question then is simply this, what 
shall it profit a man if he gaia the whole world and lose 
his life ? 

The coming of the Son of man, in the glory of his 
Father, with his angels, to reward the Jews, who per- 
tecnted him und his disciples, according to their works ; 
and to grant deliverance to the persecuted, was when 
Jerusutem was invested by the Roman army. The 28th 
verse limits the time to the generation in which Jesus 
lived; ** Verily I say unto you, there be some standing 
here which shall not taste of death, till they see the 
son of man coming in his kingdom.’* Compare this 
with chapter xxiii, 36, ** Verily I say unto you, all 
these things shall come upon this generation.” See 
also xxiv. 30---34, ** And then shall appear the sign of 
the son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes 
of the earth mourn, and they shall see the son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory. And he shall send his angels witha great round 
of a trumpet, and they shall gather his elect from the 
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. Ve- 
rily I say unto you, this generation shall not pass till al? 
these things be fulfilled.”? See also like passages: in 
Mark and Luke. 














Universalists’ New Hymn Book. 
owe 
OW in the press, and will be published in two or 
three weeks, ‘ Phe Universalist’) HYMN BOOK,’ 
being a new collection of Psalms and Hymns for the ute 
of the Universalist Societies. —-By Hosea Bawvou aud 
EpwaRD TURNER. 
PREPACE. 

The compilers of the following Hymns consider it 
proper to introduce this result of their labours, to their 
brethren and the public generally, with a few brief ob- 
servations, explanatory of their objects and of the meo- 
tives that induced them to undertake the present work. 
To “sing and make melody with the heart” and with 
the voice *“* to the Lord,” is acknowledged to be a 
‘* reasonable service,”’ as it certainly is a most pleasura- 
ble Christian exercise. In this exercise the heart and 
the voice should be in unison. The spirit of devotion 
should be attended with a clear apprehension of the 
consistency and truth of the matter of the song ; other- 
wise the worshipper cannot ‘* sing with the spirit and 
with the understanding also.” It is likewise highly pro- 
per and important, that the songs that are sung in a 
Christian assembly, should cerrespond with the doctrine 
preached for their edification ; or, if this cannot be ac- 
complished in all cases to minute exactness, it is still 
highly improper to present a direct opposition, between 
the hymns which are sung, and the discourse delivered 
in the same service. 

The Hymn-Books hitherto used in many of our Socie- 
ties possess many excellencies, and contain considera- 
ble matter, of a character truly evengelical. Such in 
particular, is the Boston Collection. Yet this work, 
with some others, which have been in use, appears to 
the compilers to be exceptionable, and that in cases of 
highly doctrinal importance. The sentiments, that the 
Deity required an expiring victim, by way of satisfac- 
tion to his justece ; that the death of Christ operated lo 
cancel the debt which the sinner owed ; and that God 
died upon the cross and rose from the dead ; these, 
though undoubtedly believed with sincerity by those 
who composed the bymns in which they are found, are 
considered as unsupported by revelation, and unappro- 
ved by reason; and they are not GENERALLY believed 
in oursocieties. While selections have been cheerfully 
made from the works containing such sentiments, of 
hymns which appeared to possess claims to the devo- 
tional attention of @hristians, those of the above des- 
criptien have been carefully omitted, 

A large number of the hymns now used in the Uni- 
versalist Societies in Boston, have been retained. Se- 
lections have becn mede from the Philadelphia bymn 
book, Watts’s, Belknap’s and Emerson’s collections, 
and the hymns published some years since, at the re- 
quest, and by the direction, of the General Convention 
of Universalisis. With thet@ selections a small number 
of original hymas have heen incorporated. 

While existing societies, believing in the “ common 
salvation,” are increasing in the number of their mem- 
bers an | new communities of the same faith are forming 
in various sections of the country, and possessing the 
priviledge of Divine worship, a bope is entertained, that 
ibis cotpilation will contribute to aid, strengthen and 
gnimate the spirit of pmre devotion. With this hope, 
the compilers commend the succeeding pages to the 
blessing of heaven, and to the patronage of abeir breth-. 
ren. Se et 
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ROR TRE MAGARINE. 
wae 


PRAISE, 


Mary all onr pow’rs of mind, 
To God, our Father kind, 

An anthem raise ; 
Whose cloud of glory bright, 
With beams of heav’nly light, 
Dispels the gloom of night ; 

O sing his praise. 


The God of truth and grace 

Unvails his rad’ent face, 
And breaks the pow’r 

Of superstition’s chain ; 

His grace shall ever reign, 

And righteousnes maintain, 
While we adore. 


As the blest morning ray 

Drives darkn: +: faraway, 
Bebold his love 

Oar night of sin illumes, 

Onr hatred al] consumes, 

Each heart with grace perfumes, 
In courts above. 


All creatures shall combine, 
To sing this grace divine, 
And sound his fame, 
Who saves the world from sin, 
And righteousness brings in: 
O let us now begin 
To praise his name! B. 


F——-—_______} 


FOR THE MAGASINE. 
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Min. Eprror,---If the following plant is not wholly 
eut of season, a correspondent would be gratified in 
having it transplanted into your Magazine. He is not 
certain whether it isa native or an exotic production, 
bat thinks it will suit any climate, soil or season. 

LAY PREACHER, 


mw 


A CHRISTMASS ODE. 


FIRST SHEPHERD. 
Ar this unwonted bour behold— 
What strikes my wondering soul with fear— 
How all yon east is streak’d with gold! 
As if the op’ning morn was near. 


SECOND SHEPHERD. 
1 mark it !---now the streams unite ! 
One pillar now of moving light! 
My soul too shakes !---it sinks !---it dies? 
See; through the air the vision flies! 


THIRD SHEPHERD, 
Heav’n shield us !---lo, *tis just at hand? 
Some strange event impends ! 
O’er head direct, it seems to stand! 
And now tbe blaze descends ! 


GABRIEL. 
We shepherds all your fears resign ! 
E.come not arm’d with wrath divine ! 
But fraught with heav’nly love ! 
The news, the welcome news | bring! 
Sounds high from ev'ry sacred string 
. Through all yon realms above ! 


I come, (and "tis a blest employ) 
1 come, the messenger of joy! 
_ Go! publish what I sing. 
Earth is no more a scene forlorn! 
This night, a promis’d Curist is born! 
Your Saviour and your King ! 


At Bethle’m, in a manger, lies 

The swaddled babe ! let raptures rise, 
Round this terrestria] ball! 

The raptures catch from heart to heart! 

Till all shall feel, Jet all impart! to 
For Canis? was born for all! 


CHORUS OF ANGELS. 
Glory to God, in strains, till now unknown, 
From ev'ry glowing seraph round the throne ! 
Peace to this globe! al worlds admire 4he plan 
Of Heav'ns vast benevolence to man. 


s a. 


— 


4 





UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


The following is a another dialogue which took place, 
in the City of Hudson, (N. Y.) not many days ago ; 
and may serve as a specimen of the fanaticism, which 
is by some fancied to be evangelical religion. 


DIALOGUE, 
Between Miss T, Miss P.and Mrs. H. The (wo 
young women enler Mrs, H.'s house. 
Miss. T. Mrs. H. I will make you acquainted with 
Miss P. 
Mrs. H. Ladies, please to take seats. 
Miss P. Mrs. H. do you ever think about religion? 


Mrs. H. Yes, 1 do and that often. 
Mies P. Do you ever read your Bible? 
Mrs. H. Yes, when I can get time. 


Miss P. Gettime! You ought to read it all the time. 
Mrs. H. J read it when I can get leisure, and wish 
I had time to read it more. 





Miss P. You are a wicked wretch ! Do you ever pray? 

Mrs. H. Yes, frequently. 

Miss P. Do you pray all the time? for you ought to. 

Mrs. H. If 1 were to pray ald the time, vocally, I 
could have no time to read: and if, as you advise, 1 
should read all the time, I should have no time to pray. 
And if I were to follow your directions, to spend al! my 
time in reading and praying, who would take care of 
my children? | am 4 poor woman, and must work and 
provide for my children. 

Miss P. Youarea wicked wretch? You will be dam- 
ned ; you will go to Hell! 

Mrs. H. (With merited resentment of the insult) 


If I go to Hell, I think it likely we sball meet again. 


Miss P. Oh! you wicked sinner! you awful wretch! 
you will be damned to all eternity ! 

Mrs. H. A’n’t you P's daughter? 

Miss P. (Silernly) Yes, ] am. ' 

Mrs. H. 1 thought so, for! heard he had a half-erazed 
daughter, and you must be the one. 

Miss P, You'll be damned to Hell! (liftang up her 
hands in great apparent agtialion, and loudly vociferat- 





jing,) Qh! glory, glory, glory; J shall cry glory to see 


her sink down into the burning pit—the burning pit— 
the awfal gulf—the dreadful, burning Hell! (¢urning to 
Miss T.) Ma—y A—n, pray—pray—do pray for this 
wretch ! ; 

Miss T. Mrs. H. shall I pray? 

Mrs. H. Jf you will come, without bringing this im- 
pudent huzy with you,1 shal] be pleased to have you 
pray in my house, at any time; but I shall not consent 
to your praying while she is here ; as for ber, she had 
better go off, about her business, for she shall not pray 
in my house till she is rational, or comes in a civil way, 

(The visitors depart, and while passing !hrough along 


entry, and fill they entered the street, the following ex 


clamations, in a loud and angry tone, where constantly 
heard from Miss P.) You'll be damned—you’ll be dam- 





ned—you'll go to Hell—yowll go to Hell—you’ll be 
damned—you'll be damned! 


,————— _______] 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
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Search the Scriptures...JEsvs. 
A maw belonging to a church, and generally leading 


Jat conference meetings, observed to this purpose, in one 


of his pathetic appeals to the poor dear sinners who 
were listening to him for instruction. Repent now, 
for now is the accepted time, now is the day of salva- 
tion ; God is now moving graciously in the earth; har- 
den not your hearts, but with deep contrition fa!l down 
before God and acknowledge your sins, and ask for- 


| giveness now, or your case is desperate, and your souls 


‘are-undone; for our blessed Lord and Master says, as 
the tree falls, so it shall lie, and as death leaves us, s0 
judgment will find us. On being requested to state in 


what book or chapter these words of Jesus were re- 
corded, he hesitated, but his wife, of the same faith and 
church, replied, that they were to be found in all the 
evangelists, and that she had read them a few day» be- 
fore. Remark is unnecessary. 


If the blind lead the 





HERMES, 


-blind, both shal} fall into the ditch. 





SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE. 
“wwe 

The Seventh Anniversary for the “* Asylum of Indi- 
gent Boys,*’ was attended at the Old South Churcl on 
Friday afternoon, where an excellent Discourse was 
delivered by the Rev. Mr. Pirrrent. The services 
throughout were pleasing, and are spoken of in terms of 
great approbation. The collection on this interesting 
occasion was as follows: 


1 Massachusetts Bank Bill, = - - $100 00 
1 State Bank do. - - . 50 06 
Sundry Bills and Change, - - 179 05 
1 Gold Sleeve Button sold for - ae * “Se 


1 Ticket No. 4490, in 12th class Spring-) an 
field Bridge Lottery, presentvalue § ~ 





$325 30 
In the Navy of the United States, are 32 Captains 
31 Master Commandants ; 196 Lieutenants ; 47 Sur- 
geons ; 47 Surgeons’? Mates ; 45 Pursers; 12 Chaplains ; 
377 Midshipmen. 


Dr. Chalmers, of Glasgow, has published a Series of 
Discourses, entitled Application of Christianity to the 
Commercial Affairs of Life. 


By the late census, it is ascertained that the Arkan 
sas Territory contaims 14,276 inhabitants. The people 
in the vicinity of Little Rock, the place detignated fui 
the future Seat of Government, have had a meeting, and 
determined to name it Arkopolis. Hostilities still con- 
tinue between the Cherokee and Osage tribes of Indians 


The British Government has offered a reward of 
£10,000, for the dis< overy of a North West Pustace {o 
the Pacific Ocean. A great number of adventurers ure 
starting for the prize. 

A London paper states, that a verdict of wilful mur- 
der, has been found against Mr. Christic, and his sec- 
onds, for the death of Mr. Scott, in a duel. 

Enoch G., Parrot, Esq. is appointed by the President, 
Navy Agent at Portsmouth. 








MARRIED, 

In this town, at the Stone Chapel, Mr. J. S. Allan- 
son, merchant of New-York, to Miss Mary C. Gray, of 
this town. 7 

By the Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. William Keith, to Mies 
Priscilla Whiston. 

By the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Zebah Thayer, to 
Mrs. Sarah Gould. ; 

By the Rev. Mr. Wisner, Mr. Moses Day, to Miss 
Sarah N. Simne. 7 

In Salem, Mr. John Beckford, Ist to Mrs. Hanneh 
Swazey. 

In Portland, Capt. Thomas Todd, editor of the Ar- 
gus, to Miss Susan Webster. 





DIED, 

In this town, Mr. Herry Cassell, aged 28. Mr. Wil- 
liam Atkinson, 43. Hainilton, the younzest sen of 
William Tilly Whitconib, & years and 9 mo. Mr. Fli- 
hu Bates, 48. Mrs. Anna Baldwin, wife of Losnumi 
B. Esq. 42. Mr. Eliphalet Ladd, 30. Mr William 
Johnson, late guuner ip the U. S. Navy. Procter 
Peirce, Esq. 53. 

At sea, Mr. Thomas Brazier, 25 formerly of this town. 

In Charlestown, Capt. John S, Cal!, aged 46.. Han- 
nah Ridgway Sawyer, aged 11 mo. daughter of Capt. 
David S. . 

In Gloucester, Mrs. Jane Priesuey, wife of Mr. Phile- 
mon P. 50. 

In Hingham, widow Mary Barnes, 77. 

In Montreal, Francois Papinan, Fsq. 65. He wasa 
gentleman of the most extensire erudition, and had such 
an eager appetite fer Literature that he read with avid- 
ity every book that fell in his way. But he was still 
more remarkable for a degree of conscientioysness sel- 
dom paralleled, as no consideration ou earth would 
have induced him to accept, in his dealings, one far- 
thing more than was strictly his due. As an instance 
of this. he once sent in to the Magistrates an account 
for services in the way of his profession, which was «p- 
proved; but shortly after, he returned to tel] them that 
a deduction must be made, as be recollected having 
conversed with a friend during half an hour on one of 
those days for which a charge was made. 

Mr. W. Leikie, bricklayer and plasterer, aged 77. He 
was x member of Lodges No. 6 & 12, and was such a 
staunch Free-mason that the day preceding bis decease, 
(of the approach of which he was perfectly aware,) 
which was also his birth-day he aung a Masonic song 
with much animation and devotion. 
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